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More than 165 Black Leaders and Grassroots Organizations
Oppose Proposition 36

Once again, California is exposing its deep-rooted anti-Blackness for all to see.

We know that California’s criminal justice system has long been a tool of oppression, particularly
against Black communities. Harmful policies have led to mass incarceration, broken families,
and stripped freedoms, disproportionately affecting Black and Brown individuals.

In 2014, Californians made a significant stride toward change by passing Proposition 47. This
initiative reduced incarceration rates, invested millions in removing old, nonviolent felonies from
records, and supported mental health programs, drug treatment, trauma recovery centers for
victims of crimes, education, housing, prevention programs, and other community-based
supportive services that notably benefited Black communities historically targeted by the
criminal justice system.

We are now facing Proposition 36, an initiative on the November ballot that threatens to reverse
our progress and return us to the failed War on Drugs policies that contributed to mass
incarceration. We know that tough-on-crime and zero-tolerance policies like mandatory
minimums do not work. Moreover, they always result in unequal application resulting in
disparities that negatively impact Black people and create barriers to full citizenship,
employment opportunities, access to housing, and more.

Proposition 36 is NOT about treatment; it represents the largest, one-time investment in
California’s prison system ever. This will be achieved by defunding programs that have
been proven to keep our communities safe and healthy. With about 15.000 empty prison
beds, there is a push to fill them quickly.

Proposition 36 sustains the cycle of criminalizing Black communities by ignoring the California
Reparations Task Force’s recommendations for healing. It reinforces oppressive systems and
contradicts the principles of justice and rehabilitation advocated by the Task Force.

Once again, we see certain elected officials and corporations eager to pour money into cages
instead of care, showing no interest in supporting our communities or addressing the root


https://www.kqed.org/news/11985839/california-could-save-millions-by-closing-more-prisons-so-why-is-newsom-holding-back?link_id=0&can_id=c2639f222005896e51bb5892c17c8a01&source=email-anti-black-and-anti-reparations&email_referrer=&email_subject=anti-black-and-anti-reparations
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causes of homelessness, shoplifting, and drug addiction. To those elected officials and
corporations who claim to support Human Rights while backing Proposition 36, your hypocrisy is
evident, as is your anti-Blackness.

We urge all Californians to reject Proposition 36 and vote NO this election season.

In solidarity,

Organizations
1. All About Change Recovery Services

Alliance for Boys and Men of Color (ABMoC)

Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE)
Alliance San Diego Mobilization Fund

Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI)

Black Californians United for Early Care and Education
Black Equity Collective

Black Los Angeles Young Democrats (BLAYD)

9. Black Women for Wellness

10. Black Women for Wellness Action Project (BWWAP)
11. Black Women Organized for Political Action (BWOPA)
12. California Black Power Network

13. California Black Women's Health Project (CABWHP)
14. California Hawaii State Conference NAACP

15. Californians for Safety and Justice

16. Californians United for a Responsible Budget (CURB)
17. #CantCant Inc.

18. Catalyst California

19. Coleman Advocates for Children and Youth (CACY)
20. Community Coalition

21. Community Interventions

22. Concrete Development Inc

23. Congregations Organized for Prophetic Engagement (C.O.P.E.)
24. Dads Evoking Change

25. Destiny Christian Center/Faith in the Valley

26. Dignity and Power Now

27. Dignity and Power in Action

28. Equal Justice Society

29. Essie Justice Group

30. Families Inspiring Reentry & Reunification 4 Everyone
31. Fannie Lou Hamer Institute

32. FIERCE Advocates

33. Flojaune Cofer for Mayor 2024

34. Fresno Metro Black Chamber of Commerce

35. Game Changers Leadership Institute
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Global Urban Cultural Community

GRACE and End Child Poverty CA
Healthy Black Families, Inc.

Imoyase Community Support Services and The Psychology Applied Research Center at
Loyola Marymount University

Inland Congregations United for Change
Inland Empire (IE) United

Initiate Justice

Initiate Justice Action

Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity
Labor Community Strategy Center
LIVEFREE CALIFORNIA

LIVE FREE USA

Los Angeles Black Worker Center

Los Angeles Community Action Network
Los Angeles Regional Reentry Partnership
New Life Christian Church of Fontana

Our Rightful Place

Parenting for Liberation

Partnership for the Advancement of New Americans
PICO California

PowerCA Action

PowerPAC

Riverside All of Us or None

RYSE Center

Safe Return Project

Sanctuary of Hope

San Diego Black Worker Center

Social Justice Learning Institute

Southern California Black Worker Hub
Starting Over, Inc.

Starting Over Strong

Strategic Concepts in Organizing and Policy Education
The Community Action League

The New Black Era

Time for Change Foundation

Voice of the Youth

Individuals
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Sonya Young Aadam — CEO, California Black Women's Health Project (CABWHP)
Baba Akili — Director, Fannie Lou Hamer Institute

Berry Accius — Co-Founder and CEO, Voice of the Youth (VOY)

Khalid Alexander — President, Pillars of the Community

Sky Allen — Executive Director, Inland Empire (IE) United
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Chris Ballard- Executive Director, Coleman Advocates for Children and Youth
Latricia Beasley-Day — Pastor, Faith In the Valley

Saa’un Bell — Sr. Associate Director, PowerCA Action

Chala Bonner — Interim Executive Director, Safe Return Project

. LaQuisha Bryant — Vice President, Black Los Angeles Young Democrats
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Saundra Bryant — Retired Executive Director, All Peoples Community Center

Rick L. Callender — President, California Hawaii State Conference NAACP

LaKisha Camese — Policy Analyst, Black Women for Wellness Action Project

Pastor Samuel J. Casey, M.A. — Senior Pastor, New Life Christian Church of Fontana
Kareem Chadly — Executive Director, Dads Evoking Change

Honorable Michelle Chambers — Candidate for CA State Senate District 35

Keyva Clark — Political Consultant, TeamCivX

Gina Clayton-Johnson — Founder & Executive Director, Essie Justice Group
Mark-Anthony Clayton-Johnson — Executive Director, Dignity and Power in Action

Dr. Flojaune Cofer — Public Health Professional, Candidate for Mayor of Sacramento
Kevin Cosney — Associate Director, California Black Power Network

Dr. John Dobard — Vice President of Policy and Programs, Catalyst California

Danielle Dupuy-Watson — CEO, Civil Rights Corps

Jamileh Ebrahimi — Director of Programs & Organizing, RYSE Center

Sade Elhawary — Candidate, CA State Assembly District 57

Jan Robinson Flint — Executive Director, Black Women for Wellness and Black Women
for Wellness Action Project

Shimica Gaskins — President & CEO, GRACE/End Child Poverty CA

Christian Green — Executive Director, CDG Solutions LLC

Storm Green-Loe — Outreach Lead, Starting Over

Trina Greene — Executive Director, Parenting for Liberation

Dr. Cheryl Grills — Founder and Director of Psychology Applied Research Center, Loyola
Marymount University

Nana Gyamfi — Executive Director, Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI)

Kelly Lytle Hernandez — Professor of History and African American Studies, Thomas E.
Lifka Endowed Chair of History, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

Etisyai Hinton — Community Organizer, Inland Empire Black Worker Center (IEBWC)
Jay Hockley Sr. — Community Organizer, Initiate Justice Action

Lisa Holder — President, Equal Justice Society

Tinisch Hollins — Executive Director, Californians for Safety and Justice

Amber-Rose Howard — Executive Director, Californians United for a Responsible Budget
(CURB)

Corey Jackson — Assemblymember District 60, State of California

Stephanie Jeffcoat — Executive Director, Families Inspiring Reentry & Reunification 4
Everyone

Enako Jefferson — Consultant, Jireh Shalom Foundation

Janel Belovette Jenkins — Co-Executive Director, Los Angeles Black Worker Center
Brisa Johnson — Director, San Diego Black Worker Center

Rev. Dr. Joy Johnson — Board President, PICO California
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Leslie Johnson — Chief Culture Officer, Community Coalition

Maurice Johnson — Legislative Deputy, Los Angeles City Council

Felicia Jones — Managing Director, Black Equity Collective

Janet Kelly — Executive Director, Sanctuary of Hope

Christi Ketchum — Community Leader, Our Rightful Place

Tim Kornegay — Director, LIVEFREE CALIFORNIA

Brandon Lamar — Vice Chair, Pasadena Rental Housing Board

Sheryl Lane — Executive Director, FIERCE Advocates

Cassandra Little — CEO, Fresno Metro Black Chamber of Commerce

Christina Livingston — Executive Director, Alliance of Californians for Community
Empowerment (ACCE)

Ipyani Lockert — Founder, Motivational Realizations

Tamara Ruffin Martin — Assistant Director, Starting Over Inc

Channing Martinez — Co-Director, Labor Community Strategy Center

Rev. Michael McBride — Executive Director, LIVE FREE USA

Brittany McKinley — President, City of Los Angeles Human Relations Commission
Tina McKinnor — Assemblymember, State of California

Yasmine-Imani McMorrin — Mayor of Culver City

Toni McNeil — Executive Director, Concrete Development Inc. (CDI)

Bryan Minor — Organizing Manager, Strategic Concepts in Organizing and Policy
Education

Supervisor Holly Mitchell — District 2, Los Angeles

Pharaoh Mitchell - CEO, The Community Action League

Dawn Modkins — Director, Southern California Black Worker Hub

Eric Morrison-Smith — Executive Director, Alliance for Boys and Men of Color (ABMoC)
Jahmese Myres — Commissioner Emeritus, City Oakland Planning Commission
Lanae Norwood — Community Organizer and Political Strategist

Keisha Nzewi — Woman in Charge, Black Californians United for Early Care and
Education

Onyemma Obiekea — Policy Director, Black Women for Wellness and Black Women for
Wellness Action Project

Ucedrah Osby — Executive Director, Community Interventions

Estella Owoimaha-Church — Educator & Advocate

Michelle Parris — Initiative Director, Vera Institute of Justice

Sheri Patrick — Board Vice President, Sacramento Area Congregations Together (ACT)
Kaci Patterson — Founder & Chief Architect, Black Equity Collective

Eric Payne — Executive Director, Central Valley Urban Institute

Christina Peoples — Executive Director, Amelia Ann Adams Whole Life Center
Vonya Quarles — Executive Director, Starting Over, Inc.

Antoinette Ratcliffe — Executive Director, Initiate Justice

Dr. LaWana Richmond — Board Vice President, Alliance San Diego

Ramla Sahid — Executive Director, Partnership for the Advancement of New Americans
Lateefah Simon — Director, Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART)

Sen. Lola Smallwood-Cuevas — CA State Senate, 28th District
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Curtis Smith — Pastor/Executive Director, Destiny Christian Center/Faith in the Valley
Shianne Smith — Founder, The New Black Era

Derek Steele — Executive Director, Social Justice Learning Institute

Terrance Stewart — President, #CantCant Inc.

Bailey Swain — Treasurer, Black Los Angeles Young Democrats

Anthony Thigpenn — Founder and President, California Calls

Trena Turner — Pastor, Victory In Praise

Michael Towler — Co-Director, A New Way of Life Reentry Project

Creiselda Varela — Asst. Project Manager, Amplify Communities

Taina Vargas — Executive Director, Initiate Justice Action

Troy Vaughn — CEO, Los Angeles Regional Reentry Partnership

Tamisha Walker — City Council Member District 1, City of Antioch

Molly Watson — Deputy Director, California Donor Table

Eli Wells — Pastor, Valley Berean Resource Center

Pete White — Executive Director, Los Angeles Community Action Network (LA CAN)

100. VanCedric Williams — Board Director, District 3, Oakland Unified School District
101. Christopher R. Wilson — Vice President, PowerPAC

102. Wilhelmenia Wilson — Executive Director, Healthy Black Families, Inc.

103. James Woodson — Executive Director, California Black Power Network



